
January 22, 2011 
Midtown Christian Community 
 
The Collect 
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus 
Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that 
we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous 
works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth; 
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son Our Lord, Who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into Hell; the third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into Heaven, and sits at the 
right hand of God, the Father almighty, whence He shall come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 
 
A Prayer for Springfield 
Lord, we pray for the flourishing of Springfield 
From you, O Lord. 
We pray for the lasting peace of this city 
From you, O Lord. 
We pray for wisdom and compassion for the leaders in this city 
From you, O Lord. 
We pray for comfort for families separated or grieving 
From you, O Lord. 
For release of those trapped in cycles of violence 
From you, O Lord. 
For safety and security for women and children 
From you, O Lord.  
For refreshment for the weary and healing for the sick 
From you, O Lord. 
For continuing faithfulness of the churches of this city 
From you, O Lord. 
For tenacity of spirit for small Christian groups 
From you, O Lord. 
For the mutual enrichment and support of those of different Christian 
traditions  
From you, O Lord. 
 
You, Lord of all, we confess; 
You, Lord Jesus, we glorify; 
For you are the life of our bodies 
And you are the Savior of our souls. 
 
Isaiah 9:1-4 
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in 
distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the 
Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—the people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a 
light has dawned.  You have enlarged the nation and increased their 
joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as 
warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder.  For as in the day of 
Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the 
bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 
 
A Prayer of Confession & Hope 
Father, we confess to you our brokenness and despair 
Lord, have mercy. 
We confess to you our wrongly directed hopes and ambitions 
Lord, have mercy. 

We confess to you our selfishness desires and our selfish habits 
Lord, have mercy. 
We confess to you our foolish addictions and our enslaving and 
destructive practices 
Lord, have mercy. 
Father, look upon our woundedness and our disappointments 
Lord, have mercy. 
Father, look upon our crushed hopes and dreams 
Lord, have mercy. 
Father, heal our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Father, stir up within us hope for goodness 
Create in us clean hearts. 
Father, stir up within us hope for our true enjoyment of others 
Create in us true hearts. 
Father, stir up within us a longing to enjoy your love 
Create in us hearts of love. 
 
Psalm 27:1, 5-13 
The LORD is my light and my salvation—  
   whom shall I fear?  
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—  
   of whom shall I be afraid?  
For in the day of trouble  
   he will keep me safe in his dwelling;  
he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent  
   and set me high upon a rock.  
Then my head will be exalted  
   above the enemies who surround me;  
at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy;  
   I will sing and make music to the LORD.  
Hear my voice when I call, LORD;  
   be merciful to me and answer me.  
My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”  
   Your face, LORD, I will seek.  
Do not hide your face from me,  
   do not turn your servant away in anger;  
   you have been my helper.  
Do not reject me or forsake me,  
   God my Savior.  
Though my father and mother forsake me,  
   the LORD will receive me.  
Teach me your way, LORD;  
   lead me in a straight path  
   because of my oppressors.  
Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes,  
   for false witnesses rise up against me,  
   spouting malicious accusations.  
I remain confident of this:  
   I will see the goodness of the LORD  
   in the land of the living.  
 
Prayer 
You call us to love 
as you love, 
care as you care, 
seek justice, 
mercy and truth 
in a world that has yet to feel 
the warmth of your embrace. 
But we fail to heed your call, 
draw back from those in need, 
say nothing when we see 
injustice. 
We become invisible. 
Forgive us, you whose love 



is better than life, 
you whose Grace extends to all. 
Forgive us, and enable us 
to be the people we could be, 
that your name might be 
on the lips of all people. 
Amen 
 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in 
mind and thought.  My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s 
household have informed me that there are quarrels among you.  
What I mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow 
Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”  Is 
Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the 
name of Paul?  I thank God that I did not baptize any of you except 
Crispus and Gaius, so no one can say that you were baptized in my 
name. (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I 
don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me 
to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, 
lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  For the message of 
the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 
 
A Prayer for Unity 
Lord Jesus, you came to heal the divisions among humanity 
Lord, make us one. 
You put to death our animosities through the cross 
Lord, make us one 
You sent your Spirit to heal the divisions among us 
Lord, make us one 
You call us to love one another as the Father loves the Son 
Lord, make us one 
You call us to love one another as the Son loves the Father 
Lord, make us one 
Help us to see ourselves as servants of one another 
Lord, make us one 
Give us the courage to love fearlessly 
Lord, make us one 
Give us grace to love with humility 
Lord, make us one 
Give us wisdom to love creatively 
Lord, make us one 
 
Matthew 4:12-23 
When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to 
Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was 
by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali—to fulfill what was 
said through the prophet Isaiah: “Land of Zebulun and land of 
Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles—the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on 
those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” 
From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother 
Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 
fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to 
fish for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him.  Going 
on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, 
preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they left the 
boat and their father and followed him.  Jesus went throughout 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of 

the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the 
people. 
 
A Prayer 
By your Word were all things created 
By your Word were all things given 
That all might live in your garden 
Eat the fruit of the land 
Drink your living water 
Grow in strength and wisdom 
Husband and wife 
Brother and sister 
Mother and child 
 
God of Peace, sow seeds of hope in barren lands 
 
By your Word love was established 
In the beauty of each created thing 
That all might look to the mountains 
And in their majesty find you. 
In fertile fields and valleys 
Crops and flocks would be tended 
Vineyards planted 
Communities grown 
Laughter heard 
 
God of Peace, sow seeds of hope in barren lands 
 
By your Word humankind was given 
The gift of true freedom 
Lived within the safety of your love 
And chose independence. 
By man's word are established 
Ruler and slave 
Rich and poor  
Full and starving 
Weak and strong 
By man's word are established 
Corruption and abuse 
Oppression and torture 
Selfishness and greed 
Within your garden 
Watered by your tears 
 
God of Peace, sow seeds of hope in barren lands 
 
You sent your Word into the world 
To live a life of love 
To heal the sick 
To give sight to the blind 
To give hope to the despairing 
And your sent your Spirit 
To enfold us in your love 
To empower us to love 
To imagine a new world 
Where we aat the fruit of the land 
Drink your living water 
Grow in strength and wisdom 
Husband and wife 
Brother and sister 
Mother and child 
And to live the life of that world even now 
As we long for it to overtake this brokenness 
 
God of Peace, sow seeds of hope in barren lands 


